
Roman Living by Design 
 

Vitruvian Man in Ancient Rome 
 

11 January 2017 – March 2017 : 10 week Course 
 

 

     £120 for ten 2-hour richly illustrated sessions on Wednesday 
 

Book now by contacting Gillian Hovell ‘The Muddy Archaeologist’   
Tel. 01423 203516   Mob. 07860 637301   email: gillian@muddyarchaeologist.co.uk 

 

   10-12 noon, Wednesday mornings    Old Deanery, Ripon  
This course looks at how Ancient Rome was built – physically and culturally.   

With Renaissance-influencing Vitruvius’ de architectura as our guide, we explore how Roman life was designed. 
 

We shall cover everything from the wonders of the Roman baths to interior decorating, and from ancient aesthetics 
to the Greek influence of geometry, all of which so influenced not just Roman life but the Renaissance 

 

 

This richly illustrated course will depict ancient life, art and architecture in a fresh and vital way. 
Please join us. 

 

Roman engineers created new technology and remarkable machines that changed the way the world looked,  
but they also admired the great men who had mapped out the maths that made it all possible; read the original tale of Archimedes’ 

eureka moment and keep pace with the way the Romans measured time; 
 astronomy, astrology, the arts and philosophy, medicine and even the weather all shaped the aesthetics, virtues and practicalities 

of life in Ancient Rome and helped to shape the Renaissance and our modern sense of aesthetics. 
  

Brief details of the proposed topics to be covered each week 
 

Week 1 Ancient Architects: Masters of All Arts  
11 Jan Ancient architects were skilled in art, philosophy, medical matters and so much more. 
 

No sessions on 18 January 
 

Week 2 Rome wasn’t Built in a Day  
25 Jan The origins and principles of ancient buildings and towns; matters of health, location, energy sources, tools &  

 materials, art/skill & wisdom 
  

Week 3 Religious Proportions 
1 Feb Doric, Ionic & Corinthian orders and the perfection of ancient temples, all of which would have such a 

 far-reaching influence on the Renaissance 
 

Week 4 City Life 
8 Feb Designing a forum, basilica, theatres, colonnades, baths & harbours to complement the Roman way of life. 

 Just how did the Romans feed a city of a million people? 
 

Week 5 ‘House & Garden’ and style gurus  
15 Feb Location, design and fashion, social climbing and Roman aspirations and how to achieve them, 

 

Week 6 Transports of Delight: In the Footsteps of the Ancients 
22 Feb From roads and bridges, to mosaic and marble flooring; sourcing, creating and making safe and attractive  

 the places the ancients lived & walked 
 

Week 7 Fountains of Wisdom & Transports of Delight  
1 Mar Life-changing water supply & aqueducts, roads and ships, and words of wisdom on related medical matters 

. 

Week 8 Astronomy & Time  
8 March A truly cosmic view and the ingenuity of measuring time in the ancient world. Ancient calculating & writing too. 
 

Week 9 War & Peace  
15 March Attack and defence involved not just weapons & tactics, but ingenious machines & fortifications 

 

No sessions on 22 March 
 

Week 10 Conclusion & Legacy – Renaissance and beyond 
29 March See how Vitruvius’  de architectura and other ancient writers, designers, engineers and builders would 

influence Renaissance thinking 

 
Spare date (in case of snow): 5 April 2017 
 

Aim: 

Gain an understanding of Roman life through its art and architecture and of the role of aesthetics, engineering and social mores 
Appreciate the sources of our knowledge of Greek and Roman life, house and town planning, art and architecture. 
Read short selections of Vitruvius’ de architectura & other texts in the original Latin (no experience necessary) and in translation. 
Appreciate the legacy that Vitruvius and other ancients have on our life today 
 

BOOK NOW:  Gillian Hovell 
212 Woodfield Road, Harrogate, North Yorkshire HG1 4JF     Tel: 01423 203516   Mob. 07860 637301   Email: Gillian@muddyarchaeologist.co.uk 

January 2017 

www.muddyarchaeologist.co.uk 


