
 

The Muddy Archaeologist     Gillian Hovell BA (Hons)  
 
 

Digging Deep into History to bring colour, depth and meaning to life today 
 

 

 

Medieval Britain 
Castles & Warfare, Churches, Monasteries, Literature 
Settlement & Houses, Town & Country, Industries, Daily Life 

 

Five 1½ hour sessions  Wednesday afternoons 2-3.30pm  
 

1, 8 & 22 February, 1 & 8 March  2017  No session on 15 February 
 

In the comfort of the Old Deanery in Ripon 
 

Minster Road, Ripon, North Yorkshire, HG4 1QS    
Free parking available in the hotel forecourt 

 

An engaging course that takes us back to the Medieval era in Britain. 
From the Norman Conquest in 1066 to the death of Richard III at Bosworth in 1485 

 

See the history, sites and museums through an archaeologist’s eyes. 
Join me for an exploration into the time of massive social change, national and international drama,  

plague and natural disaster and remarkable resistance and renaissance. 
 

1 Feb:  Introduction & Conquest: The Struggle for Power 
The Norman Conquest and the tools and language of power over 400 years.   

We examine the nature of medieval warfare and the construction of castles that  
were built to last, rulers who went on Crusades and international power struggles. 

 
 

           8 Feb:   Medieval Religion: its Expression and Dominance 
Christianity and the Church: the Art and Architecture of Churches and Monasteries 

Pilgrimages and crusades and their remarkable place in Medieval society 
 

22 Feb:   Medieval Settlements and the Englishman’s Home  
 Conquest, feudalism, and the growth of population, settlements and towns  

changed society, eating habits and even the role of women, 
while climate change, plague and famine changed everything 

 

             1 Mar:   Medieval Industries & Material Culture 

From watermills to leather-working, from fabrics to metal-working,  
and from pottery to wood, bone and stone, natural resources 

explore the fascinating material culture of Medieval trade and daily life 
 

8 Mar:  What did the Medieval World do for Us? 
 A consideration of how the world changed in the Medieval Period. 

Its far-reaching legacy,  including remarkable literature,  
                                                                         blossoming universities and new ways of government … 

 
 

As an archaeologist, I have spent years excavating medieval industry.   
Let me share with you the astonishing and vibrant material, spiritual and practical world of Medieval Britain.   

 

 

Join us and  explore what happened when, what life was like, where to go,  
what to look for and how to recognise the remains and finds from the Middle Ages. 

 

Cost just £45 for the five sessions. 
Refreshment break at half time of each session.  Please bring £2 for your tea/coffee and biscuits provided by the hotel.  Thank you. 
Gillian’s book, Visiting the Past: Finding and Understanding Britain’s Archaeology, will be available for sale during the course. 
 Price £12.99 

Booking essential – spaces limited   Contact me to find out more details or to book your place 
 

Tel/Text. Mob. 07860 637301    or Tel. 01423 203516 
 

Email: gillian@muddyarchaeologist.co.uk 
 
 

www.muddyarchaeologist.co.uk 
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